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SENATE BI LL 5201

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Horn, Swecker, Esser and Honeyford

Read first time 01/17/2003. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to the volunteer amateur radio energency
communi cations act; anmendi ng RCW 38.52. 010 and 38.52.030; and addi ng a
new section to chapter 38.52 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 38.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

To ensure that state and | ocal governnments recogni ze the inportance
of amateur radio operations in providing a back-up energency
communi cations network for the benefit of state and |ocal governnents
and private sector energency response capability in tinmes of natura
di saster or terrorist attack, the volunteer amateur radio energency
communi cations act is hereby enacted.

The state conprehensive energency plan and programshall, by use of
mutual aid arrangenents as provided by this chapter, or otherw se
ensure to the fullest extent possible that the back-up energency
comuni cations coverage provided by the amateur radio network, as
described in the state of Washington radio amateur civil energency
services plan, shall be conplete and w thout gaps throughout the entire
st at e. The energency managenent council shall report to the

p. 1 SB 5201



ga b~ W N

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

appropriate standing commttees of the senate and house of
representatives during each regular session of the |egislature on the
readi ness status of the amateur radio network to provide back-up
emergency conmmuni cations coverage w thout gaps throughout the entire
state.

Sec. 2. RCW38.52.010 and 2002 ¢ 341 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Emergency managenent” or "conprehensive energency managenent”
means the preparation for and the carrying out of all energency
functions, other than functions for which the mlitary forces are
primarily responsible, to mtigate, prepare for, respond to, and
recover from energencies and disasters, and to aid victins suffering
frominjury or damage, resulting fromdisasters caused by all hazards,
whet her natural, technol ogical, or human caused, and to provi de support
for search and rescue operations for persons and property in distress.
However, "emergency managenent” or "conprehensive emergency managenent"”
does not nean preparation for energency evacuation or relocation of
residents in anticipation of nuclear attack.

(2) "Local organization for energency services or managenent" means
an organization created in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter by state or local authority to perform local energency
managenent functions.

(3) "Political subdivision" nmeans any county, city or town.

(4) "Emergency worker" nmeans any person, including but not limted
to an architect registered under chapter 18.08 RCW or a professiona
engi neer registered under chapter 18.43 RCW who is registered with a
| ocal energency nmanagenent organi zation or the departnment and hol ds an
identification card issued by the |ocal energency managenent director
or the departnent for the purpose of engaging in authorized energency
managenent activities or is an enployee of the state of Washi ngton or
any political subdivision thereof who is called upon to perform
ener gency nanagenent activities.

(5 "Injury" as wused in this chapter shall nean and include
accidental injuries and/or occupational diseases arising out of
ener gency nmanagenent activities.
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(6)(a) "Energency or disaster” as used in all sections of this
chapter except RCW 38.52.430 shall nean an event or set of
ci rcunstances which: (1) Demands immedi ate action to preserve public
health, protect life, protect public property, or to provide relief to
any stricken community overtaken by such occurrences, or (ii) reaches
such a dinension or degree of destructiveness as to warrant the
governor declaring a state of energency pursuant to RCW 43. 06. 010.

(b) "Emergency" as used in RCW 38.52.430 neans an incident that
requires a normal police, coroner, fire, rescue, energency nedical
services, or utility response as a result of a violation of one of the
statutes enunerated in RCW 38.52. 430.

(7) "Search and rescue" neans the acts of searching for, rescuing,
or recovering by nmeans of ground, marine, or air activity any person
who becones lost, injured, or is killed while outdoors or as a result
of a natural, technological, or human caused disaster, including
i nstances invol ving searches for downed aircraft when ground personnel
are used. Nothing in this section shall affect appropriate activity by
t he departnent of transportation under chapter 47.68 RCW

(8) "Executive head" and "executive heads" neans the county
executive in those charter counties with an elective office of county
executive, however designated, and, in the case of other counties, the
county legislative authority. In the case of cities and towns, it
means the mayor in those cities and towns wth mayor-council or
comm ssion fornms of governnent, where the mayor is directly elected,
and it nmeans the city manager in those cities and towns wth counci
manager fornms of governnment. Cities and towns may al so designate an
executive head for the purposes of this chapter by ordinance.

(9) "Director"” nmeans the adjutant general

(10) "Local director" neans the director of a |local organization of
enmer gency managenent or energency Services.

(11) "Departnment” nmeans the state mlitary departnent.

(12) "Energency response” as used in RCW 38.52.430 neans a public
agency's use of energency services during an energency or disaster as
defined in subsection (6)(b) of this section.

(13) "Expense of an energency response” as used in RCW 38.52.430
means reasonabl e costs incurred by a public agency in reasonably making
an appropriate energency response to the incident, but shall only
include those <costs directly arising from the response to the
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particul ar incident. Reasonabl e costs shall include the costs of
providing police, coroner, fire fighting, rescue, energency nedica
services, or utility response at the scene of the incident, as well as
the salaries of the personnel responding to the incident.

(14) "Public agency" neans the state, and a city, county, munici pal
corporation, district, town, or public authority located, in whole or
in part, within this state which provides or may provide fire fighting,
police, anbul ance, nedical, or other energency services.

(15) "Incident command systemi neans: (a) An all-hazards, on-scene
functional mnagenent system that establishes comobn standards in
organi zation, term nology, and procedures; provides a neans (unified
command) for the establishnment of a conmon set of incident objectives
and strategies during multiagency/multijurisdiction operations while
mai nt ai ni ng i ndividual agency/jurisdiction authority, responsibility,
and accountability; and is a conponent of the national interagency
i nci dent managenent system or (b) an equivalent and conpatible all-
hazards, on-scene functional nmanagenment system

(16) "Radio conmunications service conpany” has the neaning
ascribed to it in RCW82. 14B. 020.

(17) "Amateur radio network" neans the radio amateur civil
energency services network organi zed under the auspices of the anmateur

radi o rel ay | eague.

Sec. 3. RCW38.52.030 and 1997 ¢ 49 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director may enploy such personnel and may meke such
expenditures within the appropriation therefor, or from other funds
made available for purposes of energency nanagenent, as nay be
necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

(2) The director, subject to the direction and control of the
governor, shall be responsible to the governor for carrying out the
program for enmergency managenent of this state. The director shal
coordinate the activities of all organizations for energency managenent
within the state, and shall maintain |liaison with and cooperate with
ener gency nmanagenent agencies and organi zations of other states and of
the federal governnment, and shall have such additional authority,
duties, and responsibilities authorized by this chapter, as nay be
prescribed by the governor.
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(3) The director shall develop and nmaintain a conprehensive, all-

hazard energency plan for the state which shall include an anal ysis of
the natural, technological, or human caused hazards which coul d affect
the state of Washington, and shall include the procedures to be used

during energencies for coordinating |ocal resources, as necessary, and
the resources of all state agencies, departnents, comm ssions, and
boards. The conprehensi ve energency managenent plan shall direct the
departnment in tines of state energency to adm nister and manage the
state's energency operations center. This will include representation
fromall appropriate state agencies and be avail able as a single point
of contact for the authorizing of state resources or actions, including
energency permts. The conprehensive energency managenent plan nust
specify t he use of t he i nci dent command system for
mul tiagency/ multijurisdiction operations. The conprehensive, all-
hazard enmergency plan authorized under this subsection nmay not i nclude
preparation for energency evacuation or relocation of residents in
anticipation of nuclear attack. This plan shall be known as the
conpr ehensi ve energency nmanagenent plan

(4) I'n accordance with the conprehensive energency nmanagenent pl ans
and the prograns for the energency managenent of this state, the

director shall procure supplies and equipnent, institute training
progranms and public information progranms, and shall take all other
preparatory steps, including the partial or full nobilization of

ener gency managenent organi zations in advance of actual disaster, and
shall at l|least yearly, activate the energency communications network,
including the amateur radio network, to insure the furnishing of
adequately trained and equipped forces of energency managenent
personnel in tinme of need.

(5 The director shall make such studies and surveys of the
i ndustries, resources, and facilities in this state as may be necessary
to ascertain the capabilities of the state for energency managenent,
and shall plan for the nost efficient energency use thereof.

(6) The energency managenent council shall advise the director on
all aspects of the comrunications and warning systens and facilities
operated or controlled under the provisions of this chapter.

(7) The director, through the state enhanced 911 coordi nator, shal
coordinate and facilitate inplenentation and operation of a statew de
enhanced 911 energency communi cati ons networ K.
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(8) The director shall appoint a state coordinator of search and
rescue operations to coordinate those state resources, services and
facilities (other than those for which the state director of
aeronautics is directly responsible) requested by political
subdi vi sions in support of search and rescue operations, and on request
to maintain liaison with and coordinate the resources, services, and
facilities of political subdivisions when nore than one political
subdi vision is engaged in joint search and rescue operati ons.

(9) The director, subject to the direction and control of the
governor, shall prepare and adm nister a state program for energency
assistance to individuals within the state who are victinms of a
natural, technological, or human caused disaster, as defined by RCW
38.52.010(6). Such programmay be integrated i nto and coordinated with
di saster assistance plans and prograns of the federal governnent which
provide to the state, or through the state to any political subdivision
t hereof, services, equipnent, supplies, materials, or funds by way of
gift, grant, or loan for purposes of assistance to individuals affected
by a disaster. Further, such program may include, but shall not be
limted to, grants, loans, or gifts of services, equipnent, supplies,
materials, or funds of the state, or any political subdivision thereof,
to individuals who, as a result of a disaster, are in need of
assistance and who neet standards of eligibility for disaster
assi stance established by the departnent of social and health services:
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, That not hi ng herein shall be construed in any manner
inconsistent wwth the provisions of Article VIII, section 5 or section
7 of the Washington state Constitution.

(10) The director shall appoint a state coordi nator for radi oactive
and hazardous waste energency response prograns. The coordi nator shal
consult with the state radiation control officer in matters relating to
radi oactive materials. The duties of the state coordinator for
radi oactive and hazardous waste energency response prograns shal
i ncl ude:

(a) Assessing the current needs and capabilities of state and | ocal
radi oacti ve and hazardous waste energency response teans on an ongoi ng
basi s;

(b) Coordinating training prograns for state and local officials
for the purpose of updating skills relating to enmergency mtigation
prepar edness, response, and recovery;
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(c) Utilizing appropriate training prograns such as those offered
by the federal energency nmanagenent agency, the departnent of
transportation and the environnental protection agency; and

(d) Undertaking other duties in this area that are deened
appropriate by the director.

~-- END ---
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